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Come and Worship...Come and Serve...Come and Learn...Come as you are 

…Philip said to him, “Come and see” John 1:46 
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FEBRUARY EVENTS 

 
Annual Meeting / Potluck Following 

Sunday, February 5 at 10:45 am 
 

Holy Week Stories with Paul Oman 
February 15 at 9:30 am 

 
Hastings Prays for Ukraine Prayer Service 

Sunday, February 19 at 4:00 pm 
 

Season of Lent Begins on Ash Wednesday, February 22 
Worship Service at 7:00 pm 

 
56ers Faith Formation Opportunity 

Begins February 26 at 10:30 am 
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Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the 

wilderness to be tempted by the devil. He fasted 

forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was 

famished. The tempter came and said to him, "If you 

are the Son of God, command these stones to 

become loaves of bread." But he answered, "It is 

written, 'One does not live by bread alone, but by 

every word that comes from the mouth of God.'  
 

Matthew 4:1-4 Gospel for 1st Sunday in Lent 
 

Last summer, we had ants 
around the house and in the 
garage. While I was at Ace 
Hardware store looking for 
something to get rid of them, 
I entered into casual  
conversation with another 
customer over the weather 
and getting rid of insects and 
whatnot. He noticed that I 
was wearing my clerical 

collar and surmised that I was a pastor and asked 
where I served. After I told him I served right down the 
road at St. Philip’s, I asked him if he had a church 
home and he said that he wasn’t a “church” person. 
He then said that we preachers would have more luck 
if we didn’t preach on sin. His rationale was that most 
sins weren’t really that bad and talking about sin might 
actually give people ideas on how to sin. 
 

I picked up some ant killer, clearly marked “poison” 
and said, “Would you like for me to change the label 
on this box so that it said it was candy? After all, there 
are many things that are more poisonous than this. In 
the grand scheme of things this poison really isn’t that 
poisonous.” 
 

To change labels is one of Satan’s favorite tricks. In 
the Garden of Eden, he told Eve, “Even though God 
told you that if you eat of this tree you will die, I am 
telling you that you will not die. This is a tree of life and 
wisdom. It will open your eyes.” And thus, our first 
parents were tempted to partake of the poison of sin. 
 

In the wilderness, the devil came to Jesus with more 
false labels. He wanted Jesus to use his divine powers 
to turn stones to bread – to treat poison as if it were 
wholesome food. The bread might not have harmed 
his body, but it would have poisoned his soul. The sin 
of disobedience is always spiritual poison; it kills 
unless it is removed. Our Lord overcame this 

temptation by adhering to God’s Word. Jesus won a 
great victory for our sakes. 
 

Satan comes to each of us still today to try to convince 
us that sin is not sin. He wants to put a candy wrapper 
on a bottle of poison. The devil is always more than 
ready to help us rationalize our sin or explain it away.  
 

As we enter this season of Lent together, instead of 
trying to explain away our sin or to find excuses, let us 
confess our sins and ask for Jesus’ strength to repent 
of them. Then through his Holy Spirit our eyes may be 
opened to see that poison is indeed poison and we 
may rejoice that God’s forgiveness freely given in 
Jesus Christ is the only antidote. 
 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Geier 
 

 

Thank You! 
 

Belated thanks to the musicians who provided special 
music for the 2022 Christmas Eve services: the St. 
Philip’s JoyPhil Ringers; Strings: Mary Ellen Fox and 
Brin Petersen; Song Leaders: Raul Jackson and 
Darlene Olson. 
  

Special thanks to Noreen Swanson who continues to 
serve as our organist, playing for all of the Christmas 
services, as well as playing for almost all Sundays and 
special services during the year. 
 

Thanks also to: the families who led the Lighting of the 
Advent Wreath throughout Advent; those who set up 
and decorated the Christmas Tree; everyone who 
provided a poinsettia and arranged them to make our 
sanctuary so beautiful for the Christmas services; the 
Altar Guild members who changed the paraments 
which add so much beauty and color to the 
Chancel.  Thanks also to those who served as ushers 
and worship coordinators, who work behind the 
scenes to keep the services running smoothly.  
 

 

– AMONG OUR OWN – 
 

Sympathies to… 
Pat Cornell and Lisa Bergert and family as they 
mourn the death of Richard Cornell (brother of Pat 
Cornell, brother-in-law of Lisa Bergert)  
Barb Fry and family as they mourn the death of her 
brother-in-law Keith 
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Preschool Chatter 

 

Happy February everyone. Winter sure has come in 
crazy so far. We as a staff have had to deal with class 
cancellations due to weather. Even our Christmas 
program had to be rescheduled from December 22 to 
January 5. While it was disappointing to put it off our 
families thought it really was worth the wait. As pastor 
pointed out in his opening, it was a wonderful way to 
celebrate the 12th day of Christmas. We were very 
proud of our students and how much they 
remembered even after two weeks off from school.  
 

January themes focused on the New Year and 
Epiphany, snow, arctic animals, transportation and 
Biscuit the dog books. The children learned about the 
Wisemen’s long trip, rhyming games, fun things to do 
in the snow (easy because we have a lot), animals 
that live in the arctic cold, different types of 
transportation, and all about authors and illustrators 
through our Biscuit unit. Through a wide variety of 
learning actives including songs, stories, art projects 
and more we will have enjoyed learning about these 
themes!  We also enjoyed playing many large motor 
games inside including our favorite-snowball fights 
with play snowballs. 
  
At the end of December our program received a huge 
surprise in the mail! We got a letter from a place in 
Hudson called The Sharing Tree that stated someone 
had made an anonymous donation to our program for 
$5,000 dollars to be used for programming. What a 
truly amazing surprise this was. We are currently 
working on what the best way to use this money to 
enhance our program. This donation along with other 
donations from church members, support of our 
fundraisers, and our families’ support donating snacks 
and other supplies makes a huge difference for this 
little program that has done so much for so many over 
the past 38 years! It helps us to continue looking 
toward the future and many more children we can 
help! Truly a blessing and we are very grateful! 
 

Just a reminder that registration for the 2023-24 
school year will begin for current preschool families as 
well as church members on February 22 at 8:00 am.  
Forms will be available on the welcome center or on 
our website starting Sunday, February 19. If you know 
someone who is not a member, but would like to join 
our preschool family next year please invite them to 
start dropping off registrations starting on the evening 
of February 28 between 5:30-6:30 pm or any time after 
that day. Word of mouth really is our best 
advertisement so please share our program as much 
as possible.  Families are always welcome to call or 

email us to set up private tours. Our phone number is 
651-437-6541 and our email is 
preschool@splchastings.org. Our 2023-24 preschool 
sessions will be Monday/Wednesday/Friday 9 am-
noon and Tuesday / Thursday 9-noon. Also, anyone 
interested in attending five days a week may also do 
that. Feel free to follow us on Facebook at St. Philip’s 
Preschool for more information as the registration 
time gets closer! 
  
Becky Kaphing 
Lorelei Rein  
Preschool Co-Directors 

 

 

GIVING AND EXPENSE UPDATE  
December 2022 

 

          Actual               Budget        |    2021 Actual 
         

General and Miscellaneous Income YTD 
 $519,346.66 $521,440.00    $544,607.02 
   

Capital Fund YTD     | 
 $188,254.91  $179,000.00 | $195,477.82 
 

Operational Expenses YTD  | 
 $610,777.81  $684,664.55 |   $610,003.65 

 

Over / (Short)    | 
 $96,823.76  $15,775.45 |  $130,081.19 
 

 

SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
 
February 5 Isaiah 58:1-9a 
 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 
 Matthew 5:13-20 
 

February 12 Deuteronomy 30:15-20 
 1 Corinthians 3:1-9 
 Matthew 5:21-37 
 

February 19 Exodus 24:12-18 
 2 Peter 1:16-21 
 Matthew 17:1-9 
 

February 26 Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
 Romans 5:12-19 
 Matthew 4:1-11 

 

 

IT’S TIME FOR KITCHEN CLEANING 
 

This will be happening on Tuesday, 
February 21 at 9:00 am. We need 
many helpful hands to clean the 
kitchen and kitchenette. Please come 
if you can and bring a food item to 
share for lunch. 
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ANNUAL MEETING WILL AGAIN BE 
BOTH IN-PERSON AND VIA ZOOM 

 
On Sunday, February 5 at 10:45 am, St. Philip’s 
Lutheran Church will conduct our congregation’s 
annual meeting. At this meeting we will accept reports 
from our staff ministry team and lay ministry team 
leaders, vote on lay leadership for the coming year, 
approve a budget.  
 

We will also be voting how to distribute our tithe of 
capital campaign and miscellaneous income between 
various local and broader ministries. This year the 
council decided to distribute our tithe with top vote 
getter in each category getting 25% of the tithe, the 
two ministries with the next highest votes would each 
get 15% and the other ministries would receive 10%. 
The ballot will look like this:  
 

Which local ministry do you most wish to 
support? 
o Lewis House - emergency housing and 

assistance for victims of domestic violence 
o Hastings Family Service - provides a variety of 

emergency and support services 
o Food 4 Kids - provides weekend meals for 

children who don't have enough to eat 
 
Which ministry beyond the Hastings area do you 
most wish to support? 
o ELCA Domestic Disaster Relief – provides aid 

and assistance to those affected by natural 
disasters in the US. 

o My Very Own Bed (Minnesota) - provides beds 
for children transitioning to permanent housing 

o Planting Hope – 4-pronged synod wide campaign 
to 1) Partner with LSS for a Therapeutic 
Preschool in East St. Paul that provides 
treatment for children who have experienced 
trauma including abuse and neglect, 2) 
Strengthen inviting ministries, 3) Renew 
congregations, and 4) Raise up the next 
generation of leaders.  

 
There will again be an option to participate via Zoom. 
This was made possible by a council action in 2021 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 

We will still need a quorum to complete these 
important matters and we anticipate that everything 
should take less than an hour, so please plan on 
participating. Like in previous years we will keep 
record of all those participating. You will note that 
there are green and red pieces of paper that should 
provide enough materials for two voting members per 

household. If there are more than two voting 
members, any green or red paper will work or a paper 
with “YES” or “NO” written in large letters will suffice.   
Please stay tuned for the Zoom links for our budget 
forums.  
 

 

POTLUCK LUNCH 
 
Following the St. Philip's annual business meeting 
held on Sunday, February 5 we will have a potluck 
lunch. Those planning to share in the potluck lunch 
are asked to bring something according to the 
following.  Names starting with… 
             

A-I Main Dish     J-R Salad      S-Z Dessert 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CHECK YOUR TECH! 
 

On Saturday, February 4 from 10:00-11:00 am you 
are encouraged to make sure that you will be able to 
participate in our Annual Meeting on Sunday, 
February 5 by testing out your technology. You will be 
able to click the Annual Meeting Zoom Link on our 
church website or type in the link below: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85849404447 
 

We want everyone to be able to participate! Although 
it is possible to use a smartphone, it will work much 
better to use a computer to participate.  
 

In order to be efficient as possible, when you log-in to 
Zoom, please change your name to include every 
member that will be participating from that family unit 
and use your last name first. For instance: “Smith, 
John and Jane”. This will make it easier for our 
meeting hosts to record your participation. To change 
your name, right click on your name in the lower left-
hand corner of your screen and click “rename”. 
 

It will also be important to know how to use the “chat” 
feature if you desire to speak during the meeting. 
Otherwise, it is very important to mute your 
microphone to minimize distractions. To mute you 
need to click on the microphone icon. After you write 
a comment that you would like to speak, you will have 
that opportunity. Your voice is important! 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85849404447
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FEBRUARY 5, 2023 
10:45 am 

 

 

PROMOTING GOOD ORDER 
 

In order to facilitate clearer communication at 
congregational meetings, the Council voted this 
summer to follow the Synod’s suggestion and their 
model by requiring motions during these meetings be 
written and submitted to be read aloud. Following a 
second to the motion, discussion would follow. The 
desire is to promote good order in conducting the 
business of the congregation and hopefully eliminate 
confusion in communication. 

 

 

BENEVOLENCE GIVING  
Local Ministries and Ministries Beyond Hastings 
 
Our Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday, February 
5. At this time, the congregation will vote for the 
recipients of Benevolence Giving.  This giving is 
based on 10% of the 2022 total of Capital Giving, 
Miscellaneous Giving and Special Events, such as the 
Garage & Plant Sale.   
 

At the 2022 December Council Meeting, it was 
decided to remain with the recipients voted on last 
year: Hastings Family Service, United Way of 
Hastings:  Food 4 Kids, and Lewis House for Local 
Ministries; and Dakota County Matrix Emergency 
Shelter, ELCA Domestic Disaster Relief, My Very 
Own Bed, and Planting Hope for Ministries Beyond 
Hastings.  (Dakota County Matrix Emergency Shelter 
is now closed, and no longer included in our 
Benevolence Giving.) 
 

The amount to be designated to Local Ministries is 
$11,843 and $11,843 to Ministries Beyond Hastings. 
The first place (in each category) will receive 50% or 
$5,922, second place (in each category) will receive 
30% or $3,553 and third place (in each category) will 
receive $2,368.  
 

Please attend the Annual Meeting and be a part of this 
important giving decision. 

 

Announcement from Worship and Music Team… 
 
Use of David Haas Music:   This Catholic composer of 
Christian music, used in many churches including St. 
Philip’s, has been under scrutiny for its use because 
of the accusations against Haas for sexual 
harassment and abuse of women. Many music 
organizations including the catholic church no longer 
use his music in worship in recognition and solidarity 
with these women. There are four hymns in the ELW 
composed by Haas. One has been used with some 
regularity, “We Are Called”. It was approved by the 
Worship and Music Ministry Team that SPLC would 
no longer use these hymns in our worship services. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Following a break for the annual meeting on February 
5, Adult Forums will begin again on February 12 and 
19 with two sessions on "Aging with Purpose." For the 
first 30-35 minutes of each session, we will watch a 
recorded webinar, courtesy of the University of 
Minnesota Alumni Association, by Richard Leider, 
Senior Fellow at the University of Minnesota’s Center 
for Spirituality and Healing, who founded The Purpose 
Project. We will then have about 20 minutes for 
reaction and discussion. Leider is a best-
selling author, keynote speaker of The Purpose 
Company, and one of America’s preeminent 
executive-life coaches. Watch for more about these 
sessions in the weekly bulletins. On February 26, we 
will begin a six-week series of study based on the 
Holden "Prayer of Good Courage" as part of our 
Lenten season offerings. 
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Since February 24, 2022, when Russia began its 
invasion of Ukraine, the US has estimated over 
200,000 deaths on all sides. In addition, according to 
the United Nations Commissioner for Refugees, 
almost 8 million Ukrainians have fled that country and 
many more have been displaced from their homes 
within Ukraine.  
 
As we prepare to enter the season of Lent, we also 
prepare to mark the one-year anniversary of the war 
in Ukraine. Congregations in and around Hastings will 
gather at St. Philip’s Lutheran Church at 4:00 pm for 
a service of prayer, Scripture and song. We also will 
be receiving an offering to be evenly distributed 
between the following two non-denominational 
charities that have received high marks for 
transparency and spending at least 75% of donations 
on programs. 
 
Doctors Without Borders is working to set up 
emergency response activities in the country and 
dispatching teams to Poland, Moldova, Hungary, 
Romania, and Slovakia. Teams are also ready to 
respond in Russia and Belarus. In the Ukrainian city 
of Mariupol, teams have distributed medical kits to 
treat war-wounded people. The charity has also 
provided telemedicine training for trauma care for 30 
surgeons from eastern Ukraine. 
 
World Central Kitchen continues to expand their 
efforts and adapt to the ongoing situation in Ukraine. 
They are bringing hundreds of thousands of daily 
meals and food kits to over 2,000 distribution sites 
including recently liberated cities, isolated 
communities where there is little to no other 
humanitarian assistance, locations supporting 
displaced families, and neighborhoods caught in the 
crossfire of the invasion.  
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lord, Teach Us to Pray 
 
On February 22, we will begin the season of Lent 
together with our Ash Wednesday service at 7:00 pm. 
This year the sermons will focus on the gift of prayer 
and four of the midweek services will use the ACTS 
acronym. This stands for: Adoration, Confession, 
Thanksgiving, and Supplication. These topics address 
different aspects of prayer we lift to God. Our worship 
during the fifth week of lent will look at how prayer also 
includes a component of listening to God.  
 
Join us as each Wednesday as we again use Holden 
Evening Prayer and strengthen our pray lives as 
individuals and as a congregation. For those who are 
unable to join us in person, these services will also be 
livestreamed as a static service. (This means there 
will be a single view without slides.) 
 
Thank you for joining us on our journey! 
 

February 22  Ash Wednesday 
March 1 Adoration 
March 8  Confession 
March 15  Thanksgiving 
March  22  Supplication 
March  29  The Gift of Contemplation 
April 6 Maundy Thursday 
April 7  Good Friday 

 
Worship is at 7:00 pm every Wednesday until Holy 
Week and then on Maundy Thursday and Good 
Friday at 7:00 pm.  
 

 

 

 

https://www.charitywatch.org/charities/doctors-without-borders-usa
https://www.charitywatch.org/charities/world-central-kitchen
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2023 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Winter is off to a tough start so let's think summer! 
Planning for Vacation Bible School has already 
started and is going to be July 17- 20. VBS is for 
students preschool (age three and potty trained) - 
children who just will have finished fifth grade to 
participate.  
 

In order to put on this awesome week, we also need 
a lot of volunteers. We are looking for student 
volunteers grade 6 - 12 as well as lots of loving adults. 
Please pray about fully considering putting this 
exciting event on your summer calendar. More 
information will be coming soon! If you are interested 
in volunteering, please contact Becky Kaphing at 
beckyk@splchastings.org.  
 

 

Attention 5th & 6th graders: 

Let’s talk about 

 
 

Faith Formation Opportunity 

for our 56ers! 
 

Starting on Sunday February 26, Pastor Geier will be 
meeting with our 5th and 6th grade disciples to learn 
about the sacrament of Holy Baptism during the 
Sunday School hour! Each week during Lent we will 
be using the Bible, Luther’s Small Catechism, skits, 
memorization, interactive conversations and games to 
hopefully gain a better understanding and 
appreciation of this gift from God. Even if you haven’t 
participated before, now would be a great time to jump 

in. Call Pastor Geier if you have any questions.  
 

See you on February 26! 

SUNDAY SCHOOL HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Enjoying camp Sunday presentation with John 
from Green Lake Bible Camp! Nothing better than 
camp songs on a cold January morning.  

Students enjoying one of the crafts that is part of 
our Whirl curriculum. We read 1 Corinthians 1:10-
18 where we learned from Paul that we don’t need 
to argue with others as we are all part of God’s 
family.  

John the Baptist, Shine the Light  
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MENTORS NEEDED –  
WINTER CONFIRMATION 

 

Confirmation Mentoring Adult Volunteers (February-
March); Work with a 7-9th grader five times (30 
minutes each time); Bible study and reflection 
questions. Interested? Sign up on the kiosk or call the 
office to be added to the list and you will be matched 
up with a confirmation student. Orientation meeting on 
Ash Wednesday, February 22 at 6:30 pm. 

 

 

COMMUNITY SERVICE AND  
SIGN UP GENIUS NEWS 

 

The first round of food sorting at Hastings Family 
Service went well. Thanks to all the volunteers who 
came! 
 

Every month a new invite/sign up will come to you via 
email around the 25th of the month. Please sign up for 
only one slot per month so we give more people the 
opportunity. At this time, children cannot do this 
sorting because of the nature of the task. There will 
be family opportunities in the future, things like park 
cleanup in the spring. 
 

We also plan to do additional blood drives this year. 
We’ll be looking for volunteers to help with that on 
Thursday, March 16. 
 

You should get a reminder email from SignUp Genius 
two days before your selected service date. 
 

If you have questions about this, contact Cindy or Ron 
Toppin.  Thanks! 
 

 

WELCOME BABY NORA 
 
Nora Marie Nye, born 
on December 4, was 
at worship December 
18, with her parents 
Katie and John Nye. 
What a thrill it was to 
not only meet, Nora 
Marie, but to 
experience the 
solemn joy it was to 
receive her into the 
congregation’s midst, 
where she will be 
welcomed and loved 
as we come to know 
her.  

CALLING ALL UNUSED BLANKETS! 
 
Did you get a new blanket for Christmas or did you 
recently find some you never use while preparing for 
guests over the holidays? Do Days uses used 
blankets as fillers for quilts. We have run out of ones 
from last summer's garage sale. Because they do not 
need to be tied as densely, we can make twice as 
many quilts in an afternoon using blankets instead of 
batting for filling. Bindings can be worn or missing, 
they don't have to look good but they do need to be 
clean (minor stains are OK) and at least 60” in one 
direction and ideally 60” x 80” or more. They must also 
be woven. We cannot use foam core (Vellux) or 
weighted blankets but we have usually been able to 
pull the wires out of old electric blankets. Please leave 
any donations on the counter under the office 
windows in the Room of Requirement. Questions? 
Contact Jennie Thomas, Vicki Pavlish or Darla 
Kimmes. Thank you in advance! 
 

 

ANNUAL GARAGE & PLANT SALE 
JUNE 10 

 
Think of the fun ahead as we plan another record- 
breaking public Garage and Plant Sale! Friends  and 
neighbors come for miles around to find us. Specific 
planning will begin in April, but in the meantime, be 
setting aside good merchandise so we can have 
another great spread of goods at irresistible 
prices.  General chairperson is Deborah Dreher, the 
departments will be as we’ve had them. Participation 
by close to 100 members see this project through from 
start to finish. Stay healthy. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A happy volunteer 
doing her job 

Gleeful shoppers 
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HOLY WEEK STORIES 
 
“Holy Week Stories,” is 
what Artist/Pastor Paul 
Oman will express 
through the spoken 
word while actively 
painting. The date for 
this very special event 
is Wednesday, 
February 15, from 9:30 

-  11:30 am.  Paul’s engaging way of expressing a 
story will be illustrated through his skilled hand as a 
painter. This event happens one week before Ash 
Wednesday. It would be hard to find a better way to 
usher in Holy Week. 
 
A free-will offering will be received for Paul’s 
enlightening morning.  
 
Come at 9 am for coffee and light refreshments before 
the session begins. The presentation will begin 
promptly at 9:30 am in the fellowship hall. 
 
Find a way to attend. Check out, Paul Oman “Drawn 
to the Word”, online, to learn more about this 
exceptional messenger of God’s Word and other 
examples of his works of ART.  
 

 
MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS! 

St. Philip’s 
Leadership Retreat 
11:30 am - 5:30 pm 

Sunday, March 19 at 
Schaar’s Bluff  

                                               Gathering Center 
 

On Sunday March 19 our church council and all of our 
ministry team members are invited to a planning 
retreat at the beautiful Gathering Center at Spring 
Lake Regional Park in Hastings. The primary purpose 
of this retreat is to: 
1) Get better acquainted with each other. 
2) Grow spiritually as we pray, study Scripture, 

and reflect on our ministry and God’s will for us 
and for St. Philip’s Lutheran Church 

3) Set attainable goals for each area of ministry 
 

There will be fellowship, there will be laughter, there 
will be learning, and there will be food. (We are 
Lutheran after all.) If you have any questions, please 
do not hesitate to ask Pastor Geier. Your participation 
will make this a better event! 

CANNING JARS NEEDED – AGAIN! 
 
If you have canning jars that you don’t want 
(especially jelly jars) please bring them to church and 
leave them on the coat rack across from the church 
office for David and Geneva Weisser. You bring 
empty jars, they will bring full jars to the bake sale. 
EVERYBODY WINS!  

 

 

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP 2022 
 
Christmas Eve worship was offered at 3 pm and 5 pm 
with a total of 350 worshippers in attendance. 
Memorial poinsettias adorned the altar area. The Bell 
Choir provided music at the 3 pm service.   
 

Mary Ellen Fox and Brin Peterson provided 
instrumental prelude and special music for the 5 pm 
worship. Darlene Olson provided a vocal selection. 
Raul Jackson supported the hymn singing. 
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PRAYER TEAM? PRAYER CHAIN? 
 
St. Philip’s Lutheran Church is deservedly known as a 
praying church. Perhaps you wonder how to access 
the power of others praying with or for you. 
 

 Talk with the pastor. He may ask whether you 
want to your concerns shared, and pass it on for 
you, or not, as you wish. 

 Call or email the church office with your request. 
Please be clear where you want it shared.  

 Use the prayer request form on the church 
website. Where might your prayer request go? 
You get to decide!  

 

Prayer Chain - 58 households have agreed to pray for 
persons and situations brought to their attention via 
email or phone anytime. This is naturally not 
confidential. For most rapid dissemination of your 
request, contact Jennie Thomas, by phone or email 
directly.  
 

Prayer Team - A small group of people who have been 
trained in confidentiality and accompaniment to pray 
with and for individuals. This may be totally private or 
shared with the above contacts, as you wish. For over 
20 years, a prayer team member has prayed with the 
pastor before worship services and has been 
available for anyone in the prayer chapel on Sunday 
mornings. (This option has been rarely used). Current 
members are Geri Holmseth, Barb Jorenby, Vonnie 
Olson, Jennie Thomas, and Judy Werner. They will 
continue to pray with Pastor Geier but no longer stay 
in the prayer chapel during worship. If you desire 
individual prayer on Sunday morning, please contact 
a worship coordinator to find one of us for you.  
 

I Thessalonians 5: “Rejoice always, pray without 
ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.” 
 

 

SOUND BYTES 
 

Greetings from your audio-visual booth! 
We have a need and an opportunity to 
expand our team and open ministry 
opportunities for additional volunteers. If 
you think you might enjoy learning a new 
skill while experiencing the challenge 
and satisfaction of an increased role in 
worship, we invite you to consider joining our team. 
No audio-visual experience is necessary -- we will 
train you! If you are interested or have questions, 
please email John Diischer at 
johnd@splchastings.org or call the church office. 

COLUMBARIUM INFORMATION 

 

 
A columbarium is a group of small compartments, or 
niches, designed to hold the cremated remains 
(cremains) of deceased loved ones. Each niche is 
identified by a granite faceplate inscribed with a 
person’s name, birth date, and death date. The 
Columbarium will be located east of the church 
building along Pleasant Drive. Phase One will have 80 
niches and includes a peace garden for visiting family 
and friends. Three additional phases of 80 niches 
each will take St. Philip’s well into the future.  
 

Eligibility 
Church members, spouses or domestic partners, and 
family members, such as father, mother, brother 
sister, children, and grandchildren are eligible. Other 
individuals may be approved by the Columbarium 
Team. 
 

3 Levels of Pricing 
The pricing of the niches has been set at three levels, 
depending on location. All niches include two brass 
urns and engraving on the columbarium faceplate for 
up to two person’s cremains. Engraving on the two 
brass urns is not included. Each niche is 12x12x12 
inches. Urns other than those furnished may be used 
in the space allowed. 
 

Niches in Row A and Row B are $2,500 
Niches in Row C and Row D are $2,200 

Niches in Row E are $1,900 
 

For more details, contact Gary McDougall at 651-216-
7213 or Judy Hansen at 612-600-1209. 
 
Team members: Gary McDougall, chair; Judy 
Hansen; Pam Hoffman; Tim Preston; and Danna 
Schultz 
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KEEPING CONNECTED 
 

Greetings from Janice Dahl! 
  
I was born in southern 
Minnesota to a family 
of three brothers and 
two sisters. After 
graduation I attended 
Business school in 
Mankato and was a 
secretary in Fairmont 
Minnesota. 
 
In 1957 I married David 
Dahl. We farmed his 
family farm. We had 
three children, Scott, 
Beth, and Sandra and three grandchildren and two 
great grand boys. 
 
We attended East Chain Lutheran church where I 
filled many jobs from church treasurer, Sunday school 
and Luther League counselors. Beth and Sandra sang 
in Minnesota All State Choir. It is a Bible and music 
camp for juniors and seniors. They traveled the state 
giving concerts. Dave and I had the honor of being 
chaperones when they gave concerts and toured 
Sweden, Norway, and Denmark.  
 
Our son took over the farm and we became managers 
of Dakota County Campground in Apple Valley. We 
moved into a RV. We worked from April to October 
and then went south for the winter. After six years we 
retired and traveled full time. We visited all 50 states. 
After living in a RV for 10 years I felt a need for a 
home. Since we liked the bluff country, we built a 
home in Winona. We attended church in Rushford. 
 
Because of Dave’s health we moved to Hastings to be 
closer to our daughter. Dave died in December of 
2019. 
 
As we traveled, we worshiped at many different 
churches and in 2021 I joined St. Philip’s. 
 
Life is quiet now; I still try to walk each day. I have 
been blessed thru many years and give God thanks 
and praise each day. 

 
 
 
 

Hello from the Hummels, 
 
I am from a small town in southwest Minnesota. I have 
been singing in choir at 
church and school since 
I was five years old.  
 
I went to the U of M to 
study Audiology, and 
I’m a huge Gopher fan.   
 
During college and after 
I played drums in a 
band that performed all 
over the Twin Cities, 
including First Ave.  
 
Currently I own and 
operate two Audiology clinics.  
 
I’ve been married to Sarah for 15 years. We have 
boys, Hugh (13) and Ian (11). We like to travel, try out 
new restaurants and take long walks with our kids.  
 
Ryan, Sarah, Hugh and Ian  
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 
Gregory Geier, Pastor 
   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 
 

Noreen Swanson, Organist 
   swansonhastings@centurylink.net 
 

Ellen Diischer, Coordinator of Worship Planning 
   ellend@splchastings.org 
 

LuAnn Roiger, Handbell Choir Director 
   lroiger58@gmail.com 
Kelsey Wormley, Children’s Choir Director 
   kelseyw@splchastings.org 
Christine Rydel, Business Manager 
   christiner@splchastings.org 
 

John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 
   johnd@splchastings.org 
 

Lista Klocow, Office Manager 
  listak@splchastings.org 
 

Becky Kaphing, Preschool Co-Director  
   preschool@splchastings.org 
 

Lorelei Rein, Preschool Co-Director  
  preschool@splchastings.org 
 

Rachel Moritz, Assistant Teacher 
  preschool@splchastings.org 
 

Kari Vortherms, Assistant Teacher 

  preschool@splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH  
AND PRESCHOOL 
1401 West 15th Street, Hastings, Minnesota 
651-437-6541 
www.splchastings.org 
 
 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 
Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Sunday Worship Service: 
In Person and Livestream Worship at 9:30 am   
(Livestream link on www.splchastings.org,  
YouTube and Facebook)  
 

Lenten Worship Service: 
In Person and Livestream Worship 
Wednesdays beginning February 22 thru March 29 
at 7:00 pm 
Maundy Thursday, April 6 at 7:00 pm 
Good Friday, April 7 at 7:00 pm 
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